Introduction.?There is considerable difference in the description of symptoms in lathyrism by different authors. Shah (1939) and Minchin (1940) report, besides spastic paralysis of the legs, also involvement of the arms and sensory impairment as well. Minchin also noted affection of the bladder. Ruge and his co-workers (1925) and Ranjan (1944) described incontinence of urine and faeces as well as sexual impairment. It has been postulated that the disease is never progressive after a few days or weeks beyond the initial paralysis (Bicknell and Prescott, 1942) . Ranjan (1944) , however, notes rapid progress of the disease. The published accounts of the reflexes in lathyrism are equally puzzling. Minchin (1940) Young (1928) , and Ranjan (1944) (1933) fed rats with a diet consisting of Lathyrus odoratus, the flowering sweet pea (at levels of 80, 50 and 25 per cent of the diet). Characteristic symptoms were lameness, paralysis and contracture of the spine and sternum.
In other experiments on white rats also fed with a Lathyrus odoratus diet, carried out by Lewis and Esterer (1943) (Krohn, 1938 (Krohn, 1938 (Beaumont, 1942) [Feb 1947 patients by Rudra and Bhattacharya (1946) The author (Jacoby, 1946) (Jacoby, 1946) On the initiative of the former Revenue Minister of Bhopal State, Sir C. C. Garbett, such a study was undertaken by a nutrition expert (Shourie, 1945) 
